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News release 
Release date: 28 July 2011
Creosote approved under European directive

The European Commission has announced that creosote has been approved for continued use under the European Biocidal Products Directive (BPD). Creosote will now be added to Annex 1 of the BPD which lists approved substances. The announcement follows an extensive review of the properties of creosote and a public consultation. The Wood Protection Association (WPA) played a significant part in this process which highlighted compelling socio-economic reasons for creosote’s continued use. The BPD Annex 1 listing is effective from 1 May 2013 for an initial period of five years.

Commenting on the BPD Annex 1 listing, WPA Creosote Group Chairman, Willie Clason said: “The WPA has worked hard to ensure the benefit of using creosote as a high performance treatment is not lost here in the UK. We welcome the announcement but this is no time for complacency – WPA will continue to work hard to maintain creosote’s approval beyond 2018.”

The BPD brings in a European system of approvals for a wide range of biocidal products intended to replace national schemes such as that operated by HSE in the UK under the Control of Biocides Regulations. Active ingredients in products already on the market when the BPD was published are reviewed and, if acceptable in terms of safety in use and environmental protection, are added to Annex 1. At that stage products containing the active ingredient(s) may be submitted for authorisation at member state level.  “Creosote has been reviewed and is now at the national authorisation stage.” says Willie Clason.

In the UK, existing approvals for creosote under the Control of Pesticides Regulations will continue until May 2013 by which time applications for authorisation under the BPD system must be submitted to HSE. Use will then continue as before until a decision on UK authorisation is made.

Existing rules on the use of creosote-treated timber continue under the BPD system. Approved uses are professional and industrial uses that include railways, electrical power transmission and telecommunications, fencing, agricultural purposes (eg stakes for tree support), harbours and waterways. Other uses that may involve frequent skin contact such as inside buildings, playgrounds and outdoor leisure facilities are not permitted.

As part of the authorisation process any impact on the environment and the viability of potential alternatives to creosote-treated timber will be assessed. The impact on the environment of treated timber in the uses for which authorisation is sought will also be assessed. Willie Clason says that the funding for this work will come from within the industry: “Suppliers, treaters and end-users of creosote-treated timber will contribute to the costs of any studies required to provide information for this process.”

The WPA Creosote Group under its chairman Willie Clason of Burt Boulton and Haywood will play a leading part in the coordination of the UK wood preservation industry response to the listing of creosote on Annex 1 of the BPD. He has been appointed to chair a European Institute for Wood Protection (WEI) Creosote Group, which includes several other WPA members, to coordinate a Swedish project established to evaluate in more detail the environmental characteristics of creosote-treated wood poles. The work of this committee will provide supporting data for UK creosote authorisations.

ENDS

Further information contact: Steve Young Direct Dial 01977 555298  

Editors notes:

1. The Wood Protection Association (WPA) is an independent scientific and advisory body interested in the development and promotion of techniques that enable the potential of wood to be realised as the cost effective, sustainable and low environmental impact construction material.

2. 100% Coal Tar Creosote has been used for over 150 years to impart reliable service life to timber in many uses and is the only preservative listed in BS8417 as suitable, when applied in accordance with the requirements of the standard, for the longest service life for wood in ground contact – 60 years. 

3. A Guidance Note (Ref No 0210) Use of Creosote and Creosote Treated Timber is published by the WPA and is available free to anyone interested in more detailed information about its use.

4. Creosote treated wood is the material of choice for fencing and enclosures in horse breeding and training as it helps deter a tendency for ‘cribbing’ (wood chewing by horses) and reduces the risk of colic.
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Caption:
Creosote treated fencing – the material of choice for long term performance is particularly popular for stud farms and equestrian centres.

Photograph courtesy of Burt Boulton and Haywood.
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