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NEWS RELEASE

20 May 2010

WPA lobbies for continued use of creosote 

The Wood Protection Association (WPA) is lobbying to prevent a European Directive having an adverse impact on the use of creosote treated wood. Changes relating to creosote usage made recently to the Biocidal Products Directive (BPD) would take end use approval responsibility away from the competent authorities in individual member states. According to WPA Director, Steve Young: ”The ramifications of this move would effectively ban creosote as a wood preservative for Use Class 4 applications.” Use Class 4 is the British and European Standard classification for wood in permanent ground contact.

Core markets for industrially treated creosote include electricity and telecoms transmission poles, fencing including the specialist, but economically important UK horse breeding and training sector. Creosote is the only wood preservative listed in BS 8417 for the Use Class 4 60-year service life category. Steve points out that if pole users switch to alternative materials as a consequence of restrictions on creosote, the socio economic consequences of a change to substitute materials would be significant. He says: “Take transmission poles for example. There are currently around 10 million poles treated with creosote in service in the UK. A move away from timber for this specialist application will have major practical, cost and environmental impact consequences.”

In the UK, it is the Health & Safety Executive (HSE) that will be responsible for implementation of the BPD. The WPA has been involved in consultations with HSE on creosote, the BPD and other regulatory affairs for a number of years. Steve Young says that the changes affecting creosote were only made very recently by the EU Commission and without industry consultation. “The changes seem to have caught both HSE and the entire European wood preservation industry by surprise.” He adds: “It’s a key part of the WPA role to defend the interests of members and the Association is lobbying hard to try to get the changes reversed and responsibility for creosote applications back with the national authorities of member states.”
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Further information contact: Steve Young Direct Dial 01977 555298  

Editor’s notes:

1. The Wood Protection Association is an independent scientific and advisory body interested in the development and promotion of techniques that enable the potential of wood to be realised as the cost effective, sustainable and low environmental impact construction material.

2. Creosote is still approved for use across the EU for industrial non-domestic/DIY applications.

3.
Creosote treated wood is the material of choice for fencing and enclosures in horse breeding and training as it helps deter a tendency for wood chewing by horses and prevents the stomach cribs that may be caused by other forms of treated wood.
