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NEWS RELEASE NEWS
1 April 2009

WPA PUBLISHES GUIDANCE NOTE ON THE TREATMENT OF 

SPRUCE FENCE POSTS AND STAKES

The Wood Protection Association (WPA) has published a Guidance Note on the preservative pre-treatment of spruce fence posts and stakes destined for Use Class 4 ground contact applications.

Guidance Note 0109 is designed to assist treaters achieve results that meet the service life expectations of fencing customers. The 2006 revision of the fencing standard BS1722 updated the requirements for preservative treatment making compliance with the treatment standard BS8417 essential to satisfying these expectations. The guidance has been compiled by the WPA’s technical committee and draws on experience of successful spruce treating in the UK, mainland Europe and Scandinavia. All of the preservative manufacturing members of the WPA were consulted and endorse fully the information given.

Official Standards all around the world recognise that the biological characteristics of spruce make it one of the most difficult species to treat. The technical committee emphasises that achieving a service performance that meets customer expectations takes more time and process awareness than with permeable softwood species.

The new Guidance Note covers the key requirements for preparing sawn and round posts for treatment including measures for assessing moisture content in a busy timber yard and identifies other factors that can influence preservative penetration. Advice about individual preservative brands and appropriate treatment cycles for spruce is not given as this can vary and fine tuning from plant to plant may be required, in collaboration with preservative suppliers, to achieve best results.

Guidance Note 0109 Treatment of Spruce Fence Posts & Stakes is published in a printed format and costs £3.00 to non-members. For WPA members an electronic version is available on request from the WPA Office – e mail: info@wood-protection.org or call Alison Winterbottom on 01977 558274.
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