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NEWS RELEASE                                                                                  16 June 2011    

WPA LAUNCHES NEW SPECIFICATION MANUAL FOR FIRE RETARDANTS

The Wood Protection Association (WPA) has published a new manual about the fire protection of wood. Fire safety is a critical factor in building design and where wood is the material of choice this new manual is designed to provide clear guidance about the specification of appropriate flame retardant treatments. WPA Director Steve Young describes the manual as setting a new benchmark for flame retardant specification guidance, placing the emphasis on quality and performance. He says “This new manual deals exclusively with quality assured products applied by a controlled industrial process. All of the processes and wood species described are commercially available and capable of meeting the performance criteria of existing British Standards as well as the new Euro class standards.”

The scope of the manual includes full specification guidance about the flame retardants available for treating solid timber or panel products used in dry interiors, humidity resistant and external end uses where leach resistance is a key requirement. Model specification clauses for European standards of fire performance (Euro classes) are included alongside traditional British Standards specifications. Designers also have access to lists of treatments and pre-treated panel products that meet WPA criteria.

The new Manual also uses a new system to assess fire performance classification that will feature in an impending European Standard on fire protection that is currently operating in draft form. Steve points out that designers have a duty of care to ensure that the products they specify are fit for purpose: He says, “The introduction of Euro classes and the new European Standard make it essential that designers check that appropriate fire performance certificates are in place for the flame retardant treatment they choose when used in conjunction with timber profile or material they want to specify.”  

Specification Checklist
To assist designers, the WPA has developed a simple, six step Flame Retardant Specification Checklist which is featured in the new Manual. Steve says that the WPA was aware that as designers increasingly turned to wood as a sustainable, low carbon material, the number of fire protection products offered in the UK had also grown significantly. He comments: 
“There are some amazing performance claims out there that demand close scrutiny. The WPA Flame Retardant Specification Checklist was compiled with input from independent fire research bodies Exova Warrington and Chiltern and should help specifiers of wood avoid the consequences of using unsuitable or unproven fire protection products in safety-critical situations.”

The WPA Flame Retardant Specification manual (Publication Ref: WPA/FRSM 20011) is published in an electronic pdf on CD. It costs £45 including postage. The WPA is offering to supply any new edition of this Manual that it publishes in the next three years free of charge for the first fifty purchasers. With a new European Standard for Fire Protection likely to be published in this period this could be a good deal.

ENDS 

NOTES FOR EDITORS
1. The WPA is a not for profit technical and advisory organisation interested in the development and promotion of wood protection technology to support the use of wood as
a cost effective, sustainable and low environmental impact construction material.

2. The WPA recently completed a 21 year programme to test the performance of the most popular fire protection products applied by impregnation. The programme carried out by independent fire laboratories confirmed that there was no loss of fire protection performance over the 21 year period to demonstrate the effectiveness of quality assured products applied by a vacuum pressure process.


INFORMATION CONTACT:  Steve Young  01977 558274 or 01977 555298
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The new WPA Flame Retardant Specification Manual is published in electronic pdf format on CD and cots £45. The first 50 purchasers get any new editions free of charge for three years.
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