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NEWS RELEASE							17 October 2011		

MODIFIED WOOD SPECIFICATION MANUAL LAUNCHED BY WPA

The Wood Protection Association (WPA) has announced the launch of a specification manual for modified woods. Modified wood technology uses a chemical, biological or physical agent like heat, singly or in combination, to make otherwise perishable timber species highly durable and stable. The WPA Modified Wood Specification Manual introduces a performance classification scheme for modified woods similar to the WPA Commodity Code system that is widely used in the UK for specifying fire retardant and preservative pre-treated wood. 

“This WPA Manual breaks new ground in providing specifiers with a comparable specification system for every type of modified wood” says WPA Director, Steve Young. Since commercially available modified woods have only emerged in recent years their specification is not easily compared with naturally durable species or preservative pre-treated wood. This is because performance testing may not be carried out in the same way. The WPA believes it has resolved this by establishing the performance characteristics of modified wood products based on a classification of end uses and any performance limiting factors that need to be taken into account when specifying.

The WPA defines modified woods as wood that has the whole of its cross section modified so that any subsequent cutting or machining does not affect its performance in use. Full generic guidance on wood modification technology and end use specification is given together with extensive technical data about modified wood types such as Accoya, ThermoWood, PlatoWood, Keywood and Kebony.

The WPA Modified Wood Specification Manual (Publication Ref: WPA/MWSM 2011) is published as an electronic pdf on CD. It costs £35 including postage. The WPA is offering to supply free updates of this Manual for the next five years to the purchasers of the first 50 copies.
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See notes for editors and photographs on page 2.
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NOTES FOR EDITORS

1.	The WPA is a not for profit technical and advisory organisation interested in the development and promotion of wood protection technology to support the use of wood as a cost effective, sustainable and low environmental impact construction material.

2.	The Modified Wood Specification Manual has been developed by the modified wood group of the WPA which includes: Arch Timber Protection, Accsys Technologies, Howarth Timber, Finnforest, Kebony, International ThermoWood Association, Teknos, Stora Enso and Suomen Lampopuu.



FOR MORE INFORMATION CONTACT: Steve Young – 01977 558274 or 01977 555298
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